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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from SSE Plc 

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

Yes 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

SSE is a UK-listed, Scotland headquartered, FTSE-100 provider of low-carbon energy and 
infrastructure.  In June 2020, despite the challenging economic environment, SSE announced 
plans to invest over £7bn of private capital in low carbon infrastructure to power the green 
recovery, including:   

• Viking Onshore Wind Farm on Shetland, the largest onshore wind farm by output; 

• Seagreen Offshore Wind Farm, the largest offshore wind farm in Scotland; 

• The world’s largest offshore wind farm at Dogger Bank  

• At least £2.4 billion of potential electricity transmission upgrades to the North of 
Scotland. 

The barriers in place to prevent our company investing as much as we feel capable of in the 
green recovery are principally regulatory at the UK level and certain government policies 
(both UK and Scottish Government) that deter private investment. These are detailed below. 

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

Prioritise unlocking strategic investment in electricity networks to enable shovel ready 
upgrades to the grid and ensure it is ‘net zero ready’, including transmission links to 
the Scottish Islands. SSEN (the Networks business within SSE Group) had set out plans to 
invest £2.4bn in the North of Scotland transmission network but following Ofgem’s Draft 
Determination for the RIIO-T2 price control period which effectively proposes to remove 
£800m of funding for Scotland’s energy networks, this investment may no longer be possible.   

SSEN has expressed fundamental concerns the draft Ofgem decision will prevent delivery of 
Net Zero, deter essential network investment and therefore prevent the needs of energy 
customers and stakeholders in Scotland being met. We have strongly urged the Scottish 
Government to ask Ofgem to re-think this crucial decision ahead of final determination in 
November 2020. 

Utilise devolved powers on planning to unlock new and repowered onshore wind in 
Scotland.  The Committee on Climate Change has stated that renewable energy generation 
must quadruple if net zero targets hope to be met.  Onshore wind remains the most affordable 
and deliverable form of renewable generation available which can readily support an 
indigenous supply chain.   

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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The Scottish Government should empower the Chief Planner to declare a presumption in 
favour of modern and efficient decarbonisation technologies including renewable generation 
developments over 50MW without delay in order to maximise the benefits of onshore 
renewables projects while also allowing for network grid updates. Given planning is a 
devolved issue the Scottish Government should also consider removal of barriers to 
renewable energy, particularly onshore wind, in the planning system by giving exemptions on 
landscape capacity studies.  This should include allowing taller onshore tip heights, consents 
in perpetuity and immediate presumptions in favour of repowering.   

Deliver advantage to Scotland on future offshore wind CfD auction rounds by 
accelerating consents for projects with existing seabed leases and releasing seabed 
more readily. This would ensure Scottish projects will be eligible to compete in upcoming 
CfD auctions and that Scotland can maximise offshore wind growth in its waters and 
encourage global investors to choose Scottish projects despite the higher transmission 
charges that apply.   

These are measures the Scottish Government can take immediately to help deliver a green 
economic recovery including sustained supply chain growth with minimal public funding. If 
ever there was a time for bold action on climate change policy it is now.  As Scotland’s largest 
private company and the biggest generator of renewable energy in GB and Ireland we urge 
politicians to be brave and take unprecedented action to support decarbonisation. 

How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

Suggestions given to above question would deliver more benefit to Scotland in terms of 
economic support and helping meet climate change targets than direct government funding. 

In addition, we would encourage the Scottish Government to continue to do all it can to 
support the rollout of EVs by building on the positive work already underway through the EV 
Strategic Partnership. 

General response 

SSE has also published our views on what policies we feel Governments should implement 
to support green recovery, available to view here: https://www.sse.com/media/l52kojcn/sse-
a-greenprint-for-building-a-cleaner-more-resilient-economy.pdf 

https://www.sse.com/media/l52kojcn/sse-a-greenprint-for-building-a-cleaner-more-resilient-economy.pdf
https://www.sse.com/media/l52kojcn/sse-a-greenprint-for-building-a-cleaner-more-resilient-economy.pdf

